
 

 

  
 
 

Momentum Legacy Project UAB Class 2021- 2022 
“Breaking the Glass Ceiling” 

 
Expressing your MOMENTUM experience collectively will  

Provide a visual representation of your achievements. 
 
 

We are excited to have Mary Stewart- Aiken collaborate with UAB Class 1 to create the Legacy 
Art.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Women started to break the glass ceilings that prevented them to exert in the labor force. They 

proved to the society that restricted them from doing this form of art, the value that they bring 

to this industry.  Women’s gentleness, dexterity, endurance, and imagination set them apart as 

exemplary artists and dedicated workers.  

Glass has numerous applications such as 

packaging (food, drinks, cosmetics), 

tableware, construction, and decorations. 

Glassmakers can shape the glass to 

materialize their dreams and passion. They 

assign a function and value to it. You will 

have the opportunity to be a glassmaker 

and create a flower that represents your 

journey through Momentum! 

"Some manufacturers do not want female designers ... 

Once employed, they are preferred, because they are 

naturally of a more artistic temperament. They display 

more taste, are always reliable, and can do fully as good 

work as men. lt is the opinion that this competition and 

employment of women in the field of design ... has 

tended to improve the work of men." 
Annual Report of the United States Commission of Labor, 1902 

Women have played a key role in the history of glassmaking. According to the Rakow Research 

Library of The Corning Museum of Glass, women have worked with glass before 1950. Despite 

strict regulations and barriers that prohibited women's participation in this industry, glassmaker 

guild regulations allowed women relatives of glass masters to be involved in the manufacture of 

beads. As the glass masters started to see the creativity, precision, and productivity that women 

contributed to glassmaking art, they became less reluctant to exclude women from working. 

Women then partook in other forms of labor, once exclusive only to men, such as cutting, engraving, 

and wind blowing glass. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On April 20 

❖ We will provide an assortment of colored glass frit 

(ground-up glass) to choose from for your flower.  

❖  You will have the opportunity to sign the flowers with 

glass enamels. 

❖ Mary Stewart-Aiken will assist in the creative process and 

take your flower to her studio to fire and then slump into 

a flower shape. 

❖ You will write a short description of the symbolism 

you’ve included in your project. We will collect this written 

symbolism on April 20. You may bring this paragraph with 

you.  

❖ ❖ Have fun! 

 Expressing yourself and your MOMENTUM year collectively will leave a lasting 

visual gift of what you have formed and experienced together.  We look forward 

to the contribution of your thoughts and ideas to this class project. 

On April 20, you will have the opportunity to create your own glass flower, one that tells your own 

personal story. We ask you to capture an expression of personal growth and development, sharing your 

passions, accomplishments, beliefs, hopes, and dreams. 

LEGACY ASSIGNMENT – GLASS FLOWERS 

Prior to April 20: 

❖ Please read the introduction to the project and 
contemplate what you would like to express. 

❖ Review the symbolism provided thinking carefully 
of what best describes you . 

❖ Look at your surroundings, magazines, books, etc. 
for inspirational thoughts. 

❖ Be prepared on April 20.  You will not have a lot of time, 
so it is important for you to think this through 
beforehand. 

 

“It is important to express 

oneself...provided the feelings are real 

and are taken from your own 

experience.” 

                                    ~Berthe Morisot, 

French Artist 

 



“Glass Flower”—Symbolism 

 
One of the most meaningful aspects of the Legacy Project is to incorporate symbolism.  

Please review the symbolism charts below and begin to consider a design combination for your 

composition on April 20. 
 

When constructing your glass flower, keep in mind this symbolism for colors: 

Red is associated with energy, danger, strength, power, determination, courage and passion, 

desire, and love 

Blue is the color of the sky and sea. It is often associated with depth and stability. It symbolizes 

trust, loyalty, wisdom, confidence, intelligence, faith, truth, and heaven. Blue is strongly 

associated with tranquility and calmness.  

Green is the color of nature. It symbolizes growth, harmony, freshness, and fertility. Green 

corresponds with safety and is commonly associated with money. It suggests stability and 

endurance. In heraldry, green indicates growth and hope.  

Orange combines the energy of red and the happiness of yellow. It is associated with joy, 

sunshine, and the tropics. Orange represents enthusiasm, fascination, happiness, creativity, 

determination, attraction, success, encouragement, and stimulation. Orange is associated with 

healthy food and is the color of fall and harvest. 

Yellow  is the color of sunshine. It's associated with joy, happiness, intellect, and energy. Use 

yellow to evoke pleasant, cheerful feelings. 

White contains all wavelengths of visible light. It is a blending of all colors of the spectrum, 

carrying both the positive and negative traits of all of them. White symbolizes purity, peace, 

cleanliness 

Black is associated with mystery, power, elegance, and sophistication.  

 

 

Please plan to stay and work on the Legacy project until closing at 5:30PM on April 20th. 

 

Thank you and we look forward to creating our glass flower! 

 


